THE AFRIKAN VILLAGE NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION CLASS

Session 8: “MAAT: What It Is & How It Works”

Dr. Ray Hagins, Chief Elder & Spiritual Leader
The balancing of the land lies in Ma`at – Truth, Justice and Righteousness. Do Ma`at and live!
The word “balancing” denotes a progressive act; or something ongoing, a perpetually intentional work of one or more people with the goal of creating stability, equilibrium, collectedness, assurance, control, consistency, etc., in their environment (home, life, Village, relationship). Because of the presence of isfet and setian activity within our environment, our lives are bombarded with imbalance, instability, inconsistency, confusion, doubt, fear, mistrust and chaos.
DEFINITIONS:

“Isfet” is the unrighteous (self-centered or selfish, misdirected energy, sinful, immoral, dishonest, insincere, corrupt, misleading, etc.) activity of undisciplined and spiritually ignorant Afrikans.)

“Setian” comes from the root word “Set” and has to do with Set’s activity as the opposer of truth, justice, righteousness, balance, harmony and reciprocity. In fact, “Set en” becomes “Satan” in Anglo-Saxon religious and philosophical thought.
The continuous and uninhibited influence of the Setian forces in one’s life eventually produces a reprobate state or condition.  When a person reaches this point, their lifestyle is characterized by isfet. The most damaging aspect of this predicament is when we claim to be “the people of God” (a people who claim to know the Truth, live by the Justice code, and are supposed to be an example of Righteousness). How many practical atheists exist because of you?

An atheist is a person who does not believe in God. A “practical atheist” does believe in and has a deep love for God, but they have been so wounded, so disillusioned, misled, and taken advantage of, abused or they’ve been misused by those who are supposed to be messengers or representatives of God, until they have no desire to be around the people of God.  I repeat, how many practical atheist exist because of you?
Why should an unbeliever accept what you have to say when:

· Your lifestyle is no different than theirs…

· You hang out in the same clubs that they do…

· Your conversation is on the same level as theirs…

· You drink with them…

· You smoke with them…

· You dress like them…
· You dishonor or disrespect your husband or wife with them…

· You gossip or express negativity about your own brothers and sisters to them…

· Your life is a contradiction to the very principles that you say you live by?

The scriptures say, “Do not speak falsely for you are great; do not act lightly for you have weight; be not untrue for you are the balance and do not swerve for you are the standard.”

What Is Truth?
Truth is that which is consistent with fact and reality; the nature of a thing as it is. We MUST value truth more than anything else. We must practice TRUTH by speaking it and living it as that which is more important than anything else in our lives.  In order for us to practice truth, we MUST be born again! We must reclaim and know our-story; we must recover from our cultural amnesia, and know and carry out our purpose. When we do this, this knowledge will direct us to what is natural for us and to us.
It is at this point that you will speak truth and experience a power in the very words that you speak. And those who hear you will experience a soul-quake, a spirit-quake, a mind-quake and the dead will rise up, the deaf will hear, the lame will walk, and the blind will see…WHEN YOU SPEAK TRUTH!!!  And the TRUTH that you speak will be your shield against those who would do you harm.
What is truth? Truth is a power that when others around you come into contact with it, they MUST confess that God’s anointing is upon you. Truth is a power that when others around you come into contact with it, they MUST change from what they are, if they are going to stay in your presence. Truth is a power that causes you to live your life as a guiding light to those who are in darkness.
What Is Justice?

Justice is choosing the real from the unreal, the right from the wrong, the truth from the lie. Justice is so powerful that it does not need to see to choose. It is in fact blind! Because it is blind, it does not see a difference between rich and poor, black and white, educated and uneducated. Justice is the administration of right action as a result of conformity to truth.
A person who practices justice will never abuse nor take advantage of others; never seek personal of selfish gain at the expense of others; will ALWAYS do what is right when it comes to their involvement and dealings with others.  In fact, a person who practices justice is completely committed to protecting the defenseless from others who would aggressively misuse or harm them.
A person who practices justice spends their time doing to and for others what they want done to and for them.

What Is Righteousness?

Righteousness is living in accordance with spiritual and moral laws, resulting in freedom from guilt or shame. Righteousness produces the fruit of a proper relationship with God and our Ancestors.  This is established by a disciplined life and right spirituality.  Righteousness is a characteristic of knowing one’s purpose for being here.

When we are clear on what our purpose or mission is, every day that we wake up, we get up knowing what we must do. 
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