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Session 7: “What Does It Really Mean To Be Born Again?”

Dr. Ray Hagins, Chief Elder & Spiritual Leader

Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what [is] that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

“Conformed” (Suschematizo) fashion (one's) self according to; to conform one's self (i.e. one's mind and character) to another's pattern, (fashion one's self according to) e.g. to shape one thing like another. 

“This” (Touto) to this one

“World” (Aion) period of time, age, a human lifetime

“Transformed”  (Metamorpho) to change into another (lit. “the other”) form, transfigured into that which is right, true, real

“Renewing”  (Anakainosis) to renovate, make a complete change for the better

“Mind”  (Nous) the intellectual faculty, the understanding the determines your mode of thinking

“Prove”  (Dokimazo) to scrutinize to see whether a thing is genuine or not

“Good”  (Agathos) that which is upright, honorable

 “Acceptable” (Euarestos) well pleasing, acceptable

 “Perfect” (Teleios) wanting nothing necessary to completeness of integrity and virtue

“Will” (Thelema) what one wishes or has determined shall be done

In Order To Combat The Whitewashing Of The Black Mind…We MUST Be Born Again!

We, Afrikans, are at a point in the history of our existence that is more crucial and serious than we have ever been before.   AIDS, drugs, and the use of smart weapons (i.e., The Bible, Bottle and the Bullet) are some of the most strategically devastating devices that the European powers have ever used against Afrikans with the purpose of extirpating them from the face of the earth. In addition to this, is the battle for the Afrikan mind.  The greatest device used in the destruction of the Afrikan mind (besides white ivy league colleges and universities) is the television.  We must keep in mind that it took approximately 500+ years for European Christian missionaries to accomplish what many Afrikans now believe is the will of God, i.e. change the Black African mind into a “white” European mind.  (Example: “Wash me and I shall be whiter than snow.”) Those of us (who know better) can and must change the minds of our people back into its African self.  No matter how long it takes (even if it takes another 500 years) we must do it. 

In order for our people to prevent the whitewashing of the Black mind, we must develop and maintain a proper Afrikan consciousness.  For those of us who have achieved at least some kind African consciousness, the war for the African mind must be gradually escalated.  This means that those of us who have achieved at least a little bit of African consciousness must realize that it is our duty to impart Afrikan consciousness to others; even if it means without compensation.  Unfortunately, there are some people who see Afrikan consciousness as an opportunity to capitalize on current social interest and have decided to mis-use their Afrikan knowledge as a means to create financial support for themselves.  Somehow, somewhere their focus shifted to being in the business of disseminating information about Afrika rather than being committed to the liberation of Afrikan minds from European concepts.

This warfare of Afrikan liberation needs to become a household subject; especially at family gatherings, like all those holidays that we should not be celebrating, such as Easter, Thanksgiving, Independence Day, Christmas, etc.  Since Africans living in America gather with the family on these days and with the presence of the children available, it is an excellent time to educate and strategize.  Family reunions also present excellent opportunities to communicate in exchange ideas and information.  However, this means that we have to change our ordinary thinking and subjects of discussion (i.e., such as football, baseball, basketball, and other sports because these are not ordinary times). 

We are at war and we are the only people who don't know it.  Therefore, as the struggle becomes more intense, we can expect the enemies of Afrikan liberation to escalate their strategies of oppression.  For example, the powers-that-be are constantly developing to methods to persecute our Afrikan warrior-scholars by fabricating lies to destroy their characters, or implementing conspiracies to frame them on trumped up charges to immobilize them by incarcerating them for crimes they did not commit.  

HOW CAN WE COMBAT THE WHITEWASHING OF THE BLACK MIND: SOME SOLUTIONS

1. The Black Church!  Our Black churches would make excellent meeting places as well as teaching institutions for our spiritual growth and liberation.  Every member of the Black church should have an excitement about going to the next scheduled meeting or teaching session.  Such a sincere attitude toward the study for African liberation would help our children's minds develop, which would be a tremendous advantage in their academic achievements, as well as their everyday life. 

2. Countering Black Crime! We need to find some way to combat the high homicide rate that is plaguing African communities all across this country.  We must begin to channel the African minds of our youth from negativism to positiveness.  We must get our children into the habit of reading.  We must go wherever our people are.  Our brothers and sisters who are incarcerated in these so-called correctional facilities must be reached through proper teaching and spreading of the African message.  Whereas we cannot condone whatever crimes our brothers and sisters might have committed and caused their incarceration, we do need to go inside to communicate with our brothers and sisters.  If our brothers and sisters knew their history and who they where: it would give them the courage and hope they need to survive out here in the cruel society that has setup for the black man.  And other words we must do what we have to do to get our message out our people. 

3. Sincere Personal Commitment!  Of course this means extreme commitment on our part and, which should not be a problem if we're serious about the job that we know must be done: i.e., overcoming the 500 years of European domination.  In order to achieve commitment, Africans should develop the mind to the degree that when we go to bed it night we should end our day by saying, “Africans must be free.”  And when we wake up in the morning we should begin our day by saying, “Africans must be free.” 

To achieve the desired level of personal commitment we must observe, analyze and sacrifice.  We must get into the habit of reading the right materials.  Reading the right materials will help us understand the predicament and magnitude of the problems that confront us.  Reading the right material and participating in legitimate study groups will help to convince us that we are on the right track and on solid ground.

The measure of our success and our liberation will depend upon our level of commitment. 

4. Realize The Need For Afrikan Unity! We must always remember that none of us has all the answers, but we are all in this together and what is at stake is our youth and the survival of the African race. 

Africa and its people must be free therefore, we must at all times keep our focus on the main ingredient and that ingredient is the redemption of Africa and its people not just here in St. Louis but throughout the Diaspora.  This means we cannot allow ourselves to be deterred from our goal by some false grandeur and overtures of a phony message of reconciliation to a god that was fabricated and taught to us by European Christian missionaries.

5. Proper Education By Afrikan Teachers!  African teachers can and must play a key role in the success of the African struggle.  Firstly, they are in the classroom and have access to thousands of African youth.  Therefore, all they need to do is teach.  They don’t really need the approval of the Board of Education for a curriculum inclusion.  Even if they do not have the approval of the principal, there are many things they can do to awaken the mind and prick the conscience of African students.  Secondly, they can schedule field trips to take the classes on.  For example, the criminal court system makes for excellent educational field trips (especially in urban America).  These young African’s eyes can be opened to who is being tried in the criminal justice system.  The students can see (first hand) who is led into court with their hands cuffed behind their backs or in chains.  They can also observe who are the judges and for the most part who are the attorneys even the court officers and court clerks.  In this way they can see that the criminal justice system is a big-business, with high-paying jobs that survive from our young Black youth as the Commodity.  All kinds of behind the scenes good paying jobs are created because of crime and our youth need to know this.  And it is our duty to educate them.  These are some of the commitments and responsibilities that we can and must make. 

6. Afrikan Dedication! What is also required is a deep sense of dedication.  A dedication to one’s self, and a dedication to the African family.  We must do Maat!  We must teach our children and have them understand that they do not have to commit these crimes.  We must stop these homicides that are usually committed against one another.  All that negative energy should be and must be redirected to the positive aspects of the African struggle. Africans must unite. 

This brings us to the question of drugs in our communities, including the use of alcohol and cigarette smoking.  Alcohol and tobacco industries sponsor events in black communities such as jazz concerts' and sports tournaments just to create the appearance of doing something beneficial for the Black community.  In actuality their concern is to increase their profit.  In addition to alcohol and tobacco, the Euro-Christian powers-that-be have imported heroin and cocaine into our communities as well. 

Our job is to prepare ourselves to effectively war against and learn to overcome all these obstacles that are hurled into our path.  We do not have to succumb to their drugs.  We must teach our children that they do not have to succumb to drugs.  We must teach our children that they can be anything they want to be.  And just as they can excel in basketball, football, baseball and other sports they can excel in other professions such as law, medicine, and the sciences.  Africans must be free.  When we begin to observe, analyze and critique how drugs and bio-chemical devices are carefully and strategically allowed to infiltrate our community; then we will begin to understand the politics of racism that operates in this country.  The main objective of racism is the maintenance of white supremacy, white world domination, and control of the world economic trade.  As we look closely at this, we will see that these Europeans (who see themselves as the ruling elite) NEVER take their eyes off of their main objective…not for a moment!

It is politically expedient and beneficial to the purposes of white supremacy to saturate the African community with drugs and bio-chemically engineered diseases.  Just like they had to destroy the minds of young African students who was sweeping across college campuses throughout the country and developing the strategy needed to defeat white supremacy.  Some of the finest young African minds that the black community has ever produced came out of the 1960’s.  They formed organizations such as the Black Panther Party for self-defense, SNCC, Freedom Now Party, Congress of Racial Equality, The Uhuru Movement, The New-Pan-Afrikan Movement.  White Racists conservatives saw young intelligent African men as a threat to white supremacy, therefore, their  movement had to be stopped.  The counterintelligence program of the United States Department of Justice was implemented through the Federal Bureau of Investigation, in cooperation of local police departments all over the country, to suppress the resurrection of African consciousness and empowerment. 

Black men and women were used as agents to infiltrate and subvert Black organizations that promoted African liberation.  The strategy used to prevent the struggle for the liberation of African people was: (1) assassinate the leaders, (2) destroy the organization, and (3) saturate the Black community with drugs in order to mess up the minds of African young people so that they will never again use their Afrikan minds to challenge the racist white regime of America.  Instead of those brilliant black minds working as liberators of African people, many of them are now a dead or incarcerated in so-called correctional institutions where they can be watched and contained; while at the same time provide jobs for numerous small rural town white people who stand around with guns and act as though they're big shots and a superior race.  Some of the brightest minds of our people are in prison today. 

J. Edgar Hoover said that, " the Black Panther Party was the greatest threat to the national security of the United States. "  What Hoover was really saying was that they were a threat to white men and white supremacy.

What those young, brilliant African minds were advocating in their day was, that they were not going to any foreign country to fight a white man's war.  So now, today, drugs are being used to stop this kind of thinking, and to control the young black mind, and divert it to fast money, fast cars and SUVs with a loud radio.  This is a picture of today's drug dealers, not the importers of drugs into America, but the territorial distributors and consumers of drugs in the African community.  This leaves the African community opened to all kinds of danger and accusations, such as the possession of high-powered automatic weapons, homicides and drive-by shootings. 

I think we need to do some critical analysis of some of the drive-by shootings in our community.  Do we ever stop to think of the possibility of outsiders or government agents coming into the African community and committing drive-by shootings only to have it blamed on youth within our community or drug dealers.  We should not be so naive as to dismiss this possibility.  This is a method of “crisis creation.”  We must impress upon our youth that drugs are meant to destroy them, and that involvement with drugs is suicide. 

Another genocidal device that we are being forced to deal with in our community is Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome.  AIDS is perhaps the most serious single threat to African people in the 500+ years of European interaction.  We must ask ourselves what is the potential consequence of this crisis that was created by the White man and threatens the very existence of not only Africans but perhaps everyone on this planet? Why was it orchestrated?  What was it designed for?  What race or class of people was targeted for decimation. 

As I stated, we are a people who are at war, the only problem is we don't know it.  A critical analysis of European behavior for the last 500+ years should make us realize that we are at war and that is incumbent upon each African to govern himself or herself accordingly. 

We need to look more closely at abstinence.  When I was growing up it was something special for teenage African girl to boast about being a virgin.  We have become too loose with sex, too permissive.  We have become so Europeanized that we have lost our morals.  By nature, Europeans are free with their sexuality and their perverted sexual habit.  And parade their women around with dresses so short they look like shirts and then sit in public in such a way that they expose all the lower parts of their body.  Now, I see our Afrikan women dressing the same way.  I remember when the older African women would see younger African girls (whose dress was too short or too far above the knees) and would do something about how they were dressed.  How do we bring back the morality that we once had as an African community?

There is one thing for certain, the only person who can instill those principles and standards back into the African community is the Black woman.  Now this does not mean that the Black man can sit back and wait for the Black woman to make the necessary changes that we must undergo.  We must also do our part, Black man.  No one is going to make the necessary changes for us.  We must make changes in our attitudes and have compassion for one another.  We must make changes that will cause us to love one another.  For if we love one another we will not do evil things to one another.  We must make changes that will bring unity to the African community. 

Al Jarreau wrote a song that said, “We’re in this love together.”  We must always remember that we're all in this thing together and we cannot expect help from anyone, because no one loves us; a lesson we should have learned by now.

The white power structure is on the way out.  It may take 5 years, 10 years, 50 years or hundred years, but it will happen.  The question then becomes will we be prepared and ready to step in and take advantage of our share of the world when it happen? Will we be ready to manage our share of the wealth and resources that are rightfully ours anyway.   Will we be able to determine our destiny as a people.  With that goal in mind, we need to develop leaders who will be ready, willing and able to step in and fill that gap.  When I speak of leaders, I am not speaking about people who call themselves leaders and are nothing more than puppets of the white supremacist, but authentic, legitimate leaders who put the welfare of African people first.

I conclude with the words of our Ancestor warrior-scholar, Dr. John Henrick Clark, who said:

“It must be remembered that no invader came into Afrika to do the Afrikan any good; this includes the Arabs, as well as the Europeans, who came into Afrika.  We must remove from our minds a concept that was false to begin with, the concept of the invader as civilizer.  The invader never brings civilization, they bring their way of life at the expense of other people’s culture.  They create war on the religions and values of the people they invade and the invader’s religion becomes the handmaiden of their conquest.  They engage in a form of brainwashing that would make Hitler’s henchmen apologize for being in business.  Their greatest conquest was the conquest of the image of god.  They destroyed the Afrikan’s image of god and substituted a foreign image of god for them to worship.  Any people who worship a god assigned to them by others is in trouble.”

Ase`.
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