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· The need for discernment! (Read Malachi 3:18).

“Discern” - the ability to understand the difference between truth and error.

“Discernment”- the ability to grasp and comprehend that which is obscure to the masses.  Discernment is the power to see what is not evident to the so-called average mind.

· What is the major deception of the “Euro-Gentile-Greco-Roman” fabrication concerning God consciousness?

· In order to understand the historical context involved here we must go back to the year 332 B.C.E. when Alexander “the Greek” invaded Egypt, Africa. (Read 1 Maccabees 1).

· The Greco-Roman influence devastated the Truth insomuch that God’s people were robbed of their knowledge of God and given an “anti-God” belief system.  Under Alexander’s rule everyone was required to take Greek names, the Greek language, and Greek dress.

· The sacred names of the people of God were removed and replaced with pagan “Euro-Gentile” names. (i.e., Hananiah, Azariah, & Mishael were renamed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego cf. Daniel 1:6-7). See 1 Maccabees 2:59.

· The Greeks (Antiochus) forced and maintained “cultural imperialism” (see 1 Maccabees 1:41-50; 2 Maccabees 4:7-16; 6:1-10). This is Hellenism!!!  Many Jews (for the sake of social comfort) adopted a foreign way of life and taught it to their children .

· This is the cultural/social environment that the Jewish revolutionary called “Jesus” was born into.  His Hebrew name was Yeshua (the name “Jesus” is a Greco-Roman fabrication).  

· When Jesus was born the law had already been abolished.  His mission was to bring about a restoration of the truth and laws of God among his people and deliver them from the hypocritical religious leaders that held them in bondage (See Matthew 5:17-20). 

· The Pharisees (re-interpreters of the law) and Sadducees (the upper-class, nobility) of Jerusalem had sold out to Hellenism.  The Sadducees controlled the temple and were “friends” of the Hellenistic party for the sake of political influence and interests.  They claimed to hold to the law but they operated within the guidelines of Greco-Roman cultural imperialism.  The high priesthood was determined by the Sadducees.

· The methods for living that God gave to our fathers is what gave our people strength.  But we were forcefully removed from the ways of the ancients unto an evil culture and manner of worship (See Mark 7:5-9).

· Yeshua (Jesus) was a Hebrew and he resisted the Hellenistic way of life.  People were beginning to listen to him and he became a threat to the “program of control” that the Greco-Roman authorities had set up through the Jewish religious leaders.  Therefore, it was imperative that he should die!  (See. John 11:47-53).

