THE AFRIKAN VILLAGE NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION CLASS

Session 5: “The Imperative Necessity Of Afrikan-Centered Thinking”

Prepared by Dr. Ray Hagins, Chief Elder & Spiritual Leader
The Afrikan Village is an Afrikan-centered, Scripture-based ministry of excellence. What is meant by the term “Afrikan-centered?” One may ask, “Why should Afrika be at the center of our thinking?”  The answer to this question can be found in the question; Who or what else should be at the center of the thinking of African people?

Afrikan-centeredness resembles the black man and woman; it speaks to us; it looks like us, and it wants for us what we want for ourselves.  Therefore, it is necessary to place Afrika at the center of our existential reality, or else we will remain detached, isolated, and a spiritually lonely people in societies which constantly bombard us with anti-Afrikan rhetoric and symbols, sometimes from Afrikans themselves who have been trained by the enemies of Afrika.

THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING THE RIGHT PERSPECTIVE!

The images, symbols, lifestyles, and manners of Blacks in Amerikkka are contradictory and thereby destructive to the personal and collective growth and development of Black people. We are unable to call upon the power available to us from of our ancestors, because we do not know them. We are without an ideology of heritage.

WE MUST UNDERSTAND THE POWER AND PURPOSE OF RELIGION

We must remember that all religions arise out of the deification of someone's nationalism.  For example, Islam in America is more cultural than religious.  While we do recognize that there is transforming power in Islam, that same power is present in Christianity, Judaism, Buddhism, Hinduism, Taoism, Marxism, Nationalism and Communism.  The truth is that there should be transforming power in all belief systems. 

We should always ask, "Whose history and culture are held up as the standard in this religion?  What are the forces at work within this religion?

For example, God is not concerned with your learning a language other than your own.  Arabic is neither, more or less significant as a language than Yoruba, Kiswahili or Ebonics. Arabic should be more highly honored by Arabs because it is their language. Since Muhammad would have been an Arab (if he had actually existed), we should expect his God to have spoken to him in his language as God speaks to us in our language.  Yet Islam has made Arabic the language of millions of non-Arabs, thus spreading that culture in a most powerful manner.  To read the Qur`an correctly one must do so in Arabic.  This means that non-Arabs who want to become Muslims have to go many steps further than native Arabs who already know the so-called "language of God."

If your God cannot speak to you in your own language, then he is not your God. One may ask, “What is my language?”  Your language is the language with which you first received your consciousness.  We must evaluate any and every idea that is contrary to our center; learning and speaking Arabic to become more spiritual is way off center for one who is not an Arab.
THE IMPERATIVE NECESSITY OF COLLECTIVE CONSCIOUSNESS

Since the eighteenth century "unity" has been the attempted focus of Black Afrikan-Amerikkkans.  However, it is not unity that we must seek but collective consciousness.  During the whole nineteenth century until now we knew little and wanted to know little about Afrika.  We must remember that CONSCIOUSNESS PRECEDES UNITY!  Malcolm X perceived "unity" between Black and Whites as an attempt to absorb Black culture into White culture.

A proper consciousness will produce a proper response-ability.  How we react to the forces surrounding us is a reflection of our self-consciousness.  We must show our response-ability by how we respond to various external forces.

Unfortunately, we are so devoid of images of heroes and heroines that we have to resort to Hollywood for cultural guidance. The movie industry is competing with our thrust for consciousness, and too easily we become victims of what is projected.

Always remember: You cannot be circumscribed by someone else, and at the same time have a healthy respect for yourself as a person.  The essence of psychological health is that one deals, and is capable of dealing with, his or her identity.  It is impossible to come to terms with a proper collective consciousness unless we learn this lesson first.  

WE MUST UNDERSTAND THE THREE TYPES OF INTELLIGENCE

A.  Creative Intelligence: is the visionary intelligence; the mind who gives birth to the idea and commences to nurture the same; the beginning force in the work or movement.

B.  Re-Creative Intelligence: these are those who are able to take the vision of the creative intellectuals to new heights.  They do this by constantly seizing upon ideas and propagating them with great clarity.
C.  Consumer Intelligence: this is the practical intellectual who neither creates nor re-creates but rather consumes and utilizes ideas.

THE NEED FOR INTELLECTUAL VIGILANCE

Afrikan-centered thinking maintains intellectual vigilance as the proper posture toward all scholarship which ignores the origin of civilization.  We need to give critical attention to what is written and spoken by those who profess knowledge.  For example, Arnold Toynbee wrote that Whites founded four ancient civilizations while Blacks founded none.  This is not merely Euro-centric thinking; it is malicious, psychopathic racism and an outright lie. The truth is that only one old (not ancient) civilization could be considered European in origin, Greece.  And Greece is a product of its interaction with Afrikan civilizations.  Among ancient civilizations Afrikans gave the world Ethiopia, Nubia, Egypt, Cush, Axum, Ghana, Mali, and Songhay.  These ancient civilizations are responsible for medicine, science, the concept of monarchies and divine-kingships, and an Almighty God.

Our collective consciousness must question writers who use symbols and objects which do not contribute meaningfully to our liberation, resurrection and empowerment.

WE MUST DEVELOP THE PRACTICE OF CRITICISM AND ANALYSIS

Afrikan-centered thinking questions your approach to every conceivable human enterprise.  It questions the approach you make to reading, writing, jogging, running, eating, keeping healthy, seeing, studying, loving, relationships, struggling and working.  As an Afrikan, if you do not operate from an Afrikan-centered base then you are in serious ethnological and cultural trouble.
For example: A good area of practicing criticism and analysis would be in the area of what is considered to be classical music.  Understand clearly that there is nothing classical to you other than that which comes out of your culture.  When the Europeans use the term classical they mean the highest of THEIR art forms.  To the Afrikan-centered mind, the only classical music are the poly-rhythms and syncopated patterns of great Black musicians.

Another term that has held the enemy of Afrikan-centered thinking in our brains is the word “universal.”  For instance, when a Black poet or a writer speaks on matters that pertain to us, European critics are apt to say that they are not “universal,” meaning that s/he does not submit to European images or a European-centered framework.

THERE MUST BE A CALL TO THE "WAY OF NEWNESS"

Most Diasporan Africans and many continental Africans have been taught by white teachers or by Blacks who were taught by White teachers.  White teachers cannot inspire in our children the visions necessary for them to overcome the limitations that have been placed upon us.  Walking the way of newness means that we must establish institutions which will equip our children with the academia they need to behave like the kings, queens, priest, warriors, doctors, teachers, builders, and parents they were meant to be. We must understand that Afrikan-centered thinking is a transforming power which helps us to capture the true sense of our souls. 

There are five levels of awareness leading to an Afrikan-centered transformation:

The first level is called skin recognition which occurs when a person recognizes that their skin and/or their heritage is Black, but the person cannot grasp any further reality.  

The second level is environmental recognition.  At this level, the person sees the environment as indicating their Blackness through discrimination and abuse.  

The third level is personality awareness.  This occurs when a person says, "I like music, or dance, or chitterlings" and indeed the person may be speaking correctly and truthfully, but this is not Afrikan-centered thinking.  

The fourth level is interest-concern.  This level accepts the first three levels and demonstrates interest and concern in the problems of Blacks and tries to deal intelligently with the issues of Afrikan people.  However, it lacks Afrikan-centered thinking in the sense that it has not become a commitment to an Afrikan-centered cultural base.  

The fifth level is Afrikan-centered awareness. This is when the person becomes totally changed to a conscious level of involvement in the struggle for their own (and other’s) mind liberation.  Only when this happens can we say that the person is aware of the collective conscious will.  An imperative of will, powerful, incessant, alive, and vital, moves to eradicate every trace of powerlessness. Afrikan-centered thinking is like rhythms; it indicates the beat of your life.
In order for The Afrikan Village & Cultural Center to be an effective platform for the liberation, resurrection and empowerment of Afrikan people, it is absolutely essential that we (who are members), not only understand the imperative necessity of Afrikan-centered thinking, but that we live it as well.
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